PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 3
PROHIBITION AGAINST DENIAL OR ABRIDGEMENT OF EQUALITY OF RIGHTS BECAUSE OF RACE OR ETHNICITY
Ballot Question
Shall the Pennsylvania Constitution be amended by adding a new section providing that equality of rights under
the law shall not be denied or abridged because of an individual's race or ethnicity?
Plain English Statement of the Office of Attorney General
JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2021-1
PROHIBITION AGAINST DENIAL OR ABRIDGMENT OF EQUALITY OF RIGHTS BECAUSE OF RACE OR ETHNICITY
JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2021-1, if approved by the electorate, will add a new section to Article I of the Pennsylvania
Constitution. This amendment creates a constitutional prohibition against restricting or denying an individual’s equal
rights under Pennsylvania law because of race or ethnicity.
Generally, inclusion of this amendment within the Pennsylvania Constitution signifies that freedom from discrimination
based on race or ethnicity is an essential principle of liberty and free government. This amendment applies to all
Pennsylvania state, county and local governmental entities, and guarantees equality of rights under the law. The
amendment, if enacted, will become a part of the Pennsylvania Constitution. As such, its provisions must be applied
consistent with the other provisions of the Constitution.
This equal right to be free from racial or ethnic discrimination will exist independent from any such rights under the
United States Constitution or corresponding federal law. If the current federal protections proscribing racial or ethnic
discrimination are abolished, the prohibition against such discrimination will remain in the Pennsylvania Constitution.
The amendment is limited in that it creates a right only under Pennsylvania law.
Once added to the Pennsylvania Constitution, the right to be free from racial or ethnic discrimination under the law
cannot be eliminated except by a judicial decision finding the amendment unconstitutional or the approval of a
subsequent constitutional amendment. If approved, the General Assembly may pass new laws to implement the
amendment, but it may not pass a law inconsistent with it.

